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Introduction

In October 1998, the Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Task
Force (aka Task Force) was created by the Riverside County Board
of Supervisors and their first meeting was convened by the Office

on Aging and the Advisory Council on Aging The Task Force has
been directed by the Board of Supervisors to identify a central

point of access for grandparents and providers for a more streamlined coordination for
the Countyds system. The Task Force has
report back to the Board on an annual basis.

Grandparents increasingly are being called upon to provide full-time parental care to
minor grandchildren, and in many cases require the same type of support network
provided to foster parents.

In an effort t o build awareness and to address priority issues confronted by grandparents
raising grandchildren the Office on Aging staff, Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Task
Force, and Advisory Council on Aging convene forums for grandparents raising
grandchildren, Riverside County department personnel, and service providers.

This report provides a brief look at grandparents raising grandchildren demographic data
and priority needs related to the grandparents raising grandchildren population. It also
includes a summary of a survey distributed during the 2006 Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren Forum A A Tr e e o ffoll@wedby @eaomniendations for next steps.
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Quick Facts on Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren

e In 2000, according to the most recent US Census 8
grandparent was responsible for raising grandchild
in nearly 40 percent of the 45,000 Riverside County
households which are composed of grandparents |
with one or more grandchild under 18.

e According tahe National Center on Grandparents
Raising Grandchildre21.7 percent of th294,969
grandparents in California who are responsible for
grandchildren, live in poverty.

¢ In Southern California an estimated 22 percent of
grandparents are, effectiyé¢he parents of young
children.?

e American Association for Retired Pers(h&RP)
found that 11 percent of grandparents over 50 are
caregivers, specifically, 8 percent are providing day
and 3 percent are raising a grandchild.

e An estimated 1,27@Frandparents age 60 and older w
a reported disability were caring for grandchildren
under the age of 18 yeats.

1 Senior Life Magazine (May 06). Dr. Phil & Grand parenting all over again?
By Darcy Alvey

2 American Association for Retired Rersons (AARP)2000 U.S. CensusReport.
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Community Concerns and
Priority Needs

In many grandparents raising grandchildren households the parents cannot or will not
care for the children due to substance abuse, illness and death, emotional/physical abuse
and neglect, economic hardship, incarceration, divorce, domestic violence, and other

family and community crises.

The priority needs of grandparents raising grandchildren were identified through public
forums and activities of the Office on Aging Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Task
Force during the Office on Aging 2005-2009 Strategic Plan Development. The priorities
identified at that time continue to be t op priority needs of grandparents raising

grandchildren.
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Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Forum:
0A TrSugportp f

Primary Objectives of the Forum
The Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Forum provided an opportunity to inform,
acknowledge, and commend grandparents for their commitment in raising their
grandchildren.  Resources along with assistance in understanding and navigating
through the service delivery system, were a key focus of the Forum.

Foru m Presentations
The forum was presented in a panel format with the following agencies represented:

Adult Protective Services

Child Protective Services

Department of Social Services/Warmline

Inland Regional Center

Kin Care

Riverside County Merial Health Department
Riverside County Office of Education

Riverside County Probate Court

Riverside County Probation Prevention Services

Women-Infants-Children (WIC)

Each panelist presented an overview of their department/agency and included a
description of the services provided. Following the panel presentations the attendees
were given an opportunity to ask questions. The questions asked pertained to resources
or information on topics such as assistance in locating services, legal assistance,
consultation, childcare, child behavior issues, housing, transportation, insurance, health
care, counseling, and financial assistance. Due tothe high volume of questions asked, the
attendees were informed that the Grandparents Raising Grandchildren TaskForce will
compile the answers and place them on the Office on Aging website www.rcaging.org
following the Forum.

Forum Outcomes
Grandparents raising grandchildren that attended the Forum appeared to have gained a
better understanding of the resources available in Riverside County and ways to more
effectively navigate through the service delivery system.

The Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Program has had anoticeable increase in the
volume of phone calls from grand parents raising grandchildren since the Forum.
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http://www.rcaging.org/

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Forum Survey  Summary

September 21, 2006

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren:
A Tree of Support
Forum Attendance: 229 Surveys Turned In: 149

At the September 2006 Grandparents Raising Gandchildren Forum, each
attendee was asked to complete a confidential survey to help identify issues
they are dealing with on a daily basis. Out of 229 surveys distributed, 149
were returned and compiled in the following summary. The Grandparents
Raising Grandchildren Task Force would like to give special thanks to all of
the individuals who completed the survey. The information will be very
helpful in the planning of future Grandparents Raising Grandchildren forums

and provide strategies for advocacy, coordination, and outreach next steps.
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